A HISTORY OF POLAND
With the eclipse and extinction of Poland, however,
a star flashed suddenly into flame and fame that was called
Kosciuszko. Thaddeus Kosciuszko, more perhaps than
any chivalrous figure in chivalric Polish history, united
fa his person the qualities ardently enumerated by the
writer cited above. He was a great citizen, a devoted
patriot, and is enshrined by his admiring countrymen as
a sublime hero. Kosciuszko was born in 1740 of an old
family of Lithuanian nobles. He left his country for
America during the depressing reign of Augustus EL,
and fought with Washington in the War of Indepen-
dence. He acted as aide-de-camp to La Fayette, and
afterwards displayed so much military ability that he was
made a Brigadier-General. He returned to Poland in
1783, and enjoyed a high reputation among his fellow-
countrymen. The part he played in the resistance to
Russia that preceded the second partition has already
been rekted. He now became the life and soul of the
Polish revolution.
For it was a revolution that followed the refusal of the
Polish army to disband at Catherine's behest. It is quite
possible that she provoked it; it is almost certain that she
expected it. A brigade of Polish cavalry, under Mada-
linski, set fire to the parched field of Polish feeling. They
not only refused to disperse, but defied dispersion. They
moved on Cracow like a whirlwind; drove out the
Russian garrison, and set the whole country aflame.
Kosciuszko, though he bitterly lamented the premature
beginning of the revolt, could not refuse the part in it
accorded him by public clamour. He hastened to
Cracow from Dresden, where he had been in exile, and
was appointed Commander-in-Chief.
Kosciuszko had gathered more than military ex-
perience during his sojourning in America. He had
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